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Hyperlocalism
defies
Acceptance testing
new part of SNAP program
easy measurement
By Ragy Isaac Special to News & Tech
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■ Be wound evenly and in a concentric
manner.
■ Be free from mill splices and edge
damage.
The equipment satisfies the criteria for
acceptance when it is shown to be capable
of substantially (95 percent of the samples)
meeting the SNAP recommendation.
The difference in the newsprint color
between the non-image area of the plate
and the blanket gap shall be 0.03 optical
density units or less. This criteria does not
apply to gapless presses.
The press must reach a typical operating temperature before sampling.
The temperature in the pressroom
should be between 68 and 83 degrees
Fahrenheit and relative humidity between
50 percent and 65 percent.
If possible, all test sample copies for
a particular test should be collected from
one roll of paper.
Densities shall be reported as absolute, which means that paper density shall
be included in these density measurements.
Dryback is caused by ink penetration
into the paper. It’s defined as the shift in
ink density that occurs as the ink dries
and moves from being “wet” — when first
printed — to setting and eventually drying
on the printed sheet over the following
hours. SNAP data reveals a typical dryback value of 0.05 for offset lithography.
In accordance with the SNAP recommendations, dryback density values must
be added back to any measurements to
understand the actual printed density at
the time the paper was printed.
Testing shall be performed for each
press acceptance test at make-ready
speed, mid-production speed and production speed. These three speeds should be
agreed upon by the press
manufacturer and the printer.
The test should use clean blankets
verified for thickness, correctly torqued
and run-in.
The press should be set to manufacturer specifications.
Budgeting of testing time and material will have to be factored in at the beginning of the project.
Section 2: Acceptance Testing
Procedures
As noted in Item 3 above, the document
outlines test procedures for the inking system, dampening system, and the inking +
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dampening (printing) system. The printing
system test is subsequently sub-divided
into 14 distinct tests to allow evaluation of:
■ Ink and register presetting.
■ Density repeatability.
■ Register repeatability.
■ Density stability on press
deceleration.
■ Register stability on press
deceleration.
■ Density stability and accuracy at
production speed.
■ Register stability and accuracy at
production speed.
■ Density stability on press acceleration.
■ Register stability on press
acceleration.
■ Dot Gain.
■ Starvation.
■ Ghosting.
■ Slur and doubling.
■ Tinting and toning.

press system, making the test process a lot
easier to discuss, plan and complete. 

Ragy Isaac is quality director at Goss International. He can be reached at ragy.isaac@gossinternational.com.

Industry members interested in participating in this discussion or joining SNAP
(no registration fees or membership dues
required) should contact either John Dreisbach at Evergreen Printing ( jdreisbach@
egpp.com) or Dennis Cheeseman (dennis.
cheeseman@usink.com).

For each test the document outlines information about:
■ The test purpose.
■ Plate requirements.
■ Press speed requirements.
■ Test conditions.
■ Test sampling.
■ Samples measurement.
■ Samples evaluation.
■ Acceptance criteria.

Section 3: Suggested Aim Points and
Tolerances
The document defines aim points and tolerances for all 14 tests associated with the
printing unit, as well as the inking systemonly and dampening system-only tests.
Section 4: Forms and Testing
Procedure
The document concludes with reference
information about statistical variation
and the recommended SNAP test form for
press testing purposes.
As the cliché notes, rather than reinvent the wheel, newspapers and coldset
printers who want to qualify a new press,
qualify a rebuilt press, or even verify optimal print reproduction results can now
use an agreed-upon SNAP approach. It
provides a thorough test plan for every key
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